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The Department of State welcomes you to the United States.  We are pleased to 
receive you as an exchange visitor.  As an Exchange Visitor Program participant, 
you will acquire an experience in the United States and as an ambassador of your 
country you will help educate the American people about your home country and 
culture.   
 
This brochure will help you understand the purpose of the Exchange Visitor 
Program and introduce you to some of the major requirements of the Exchange 
Visitor Program regulations that are most relevant to you. 
 
THE EXCHANGE VISITOR PROGRAM 
 
THE U.S. DEPARMENT OF STATE administers the Exchange Visitor Program 
under the provisions of the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 
1961, as amended.  The Act promotes mutual understanding between the people of 
the United States and other countries by means of educational and cultural 
exchange.  The Exchange Visitor Program provides foreign nationals opportunities 
to participate in exchange programs in the United States with the expectation that 
on completion of their exchange program, they will return home to share their 
experiences. 
 
Sponsors – The U.S. Department of State designates U.S. organizations such as 
government agencies, academic institutions, educational and cultural 
organizations, and corporations 



 



When you arrive in the U



Current Regulations – The Exchange Visitor Program regulations are located in 
the Code of Federal Regulations, (22 CFR, Part 62).  The regulations are generally 
available for review at the offices of your sponsor, universities, law schools, or 
large public libraries.  They are also available on the Internet at: 
http://exchanges.state.gov/education/jexchanges 
 
For Further Information – Additional requirements that may apply to you are set 
forth in the Exchange Visitor Program Regulations.  Review a copy of the current 
regulations and consult with your responsible officer. 
 
Contacting the Department of State – The Exchange Visitor Program is 
administered  under the oversight of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Private 
Sector Exchange, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA). The Office of 
Designation and the Office of Exchange Coordination and Compliance are located 
at: 
  Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

Department of State 
State Annex SA-5, Fifth Floor 
Washington, DC 20522-0505 

 
The office of Designation is organized under two divisions.  The Academic and 
Government Programs Division, and the Private Sector Program Division.   
Contact information and the exchange categories for the divisions are identified 
below: 
 
Academic and Government Programs Division (ECA/EC/AG) 
Categories of exchange: Government Visitor, International Visitor, Professor, 
Research Scholar, Short-Term Scholar, Specialist, Student (College and 
University) 
Telephone:  202 632-9310    Fax:  202 632-2701   
  
Private Sector Program Division (ECA/EC/PS) 
Categories of exchange: Alien Physician, Au Pair, Camp Counselor, Intern, 
Secondary Student, Summer Work Travel, Teacher, Trainee 
Telephone:  202-632-2805    Fax: 202-632-2701 
 
The Office of Exchange Coordination and Compliance is responsible for 
monitoring designated sponsors for regulatory compliance.  Inquiries regarding 
sponsors and the Program can be emailed to Compliance by using 
JVisas@state.gov. 

http://exchanges.state.gov/education/jexchang�

