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Know Your Rights 
Call one of the hotlines listed in this pamphlet if you need help  

You are receiving this pamphlet because you have applied for a nonimmigrant visa 

to work or study temporarily in the United States.  The purpose of this pamphlet is 

to help you understand your rights when you arrive in the United States.  Even 

though you will be living in the United States only temporarily, you will still have 

many of the basic workplace rights that U.S. citizens and residents have. 

This pamphlet gives an overview of your basic workplace rights.  Understanding 

your rights will help you to protect yourself from abuse.  Keep this pamphlet with 

you in the United States in case you need to reach someone for help. 

This pamphlet was also created to help you protect yourself against the most 

serious abuses, such as human trafficking.  Human trafficking is a form of modern-

day slavery where an employer or other individual, through physical or 

psychological abuse, causes an individual to feel that he or she  is not free to 

leave the  situation.  Recognizing that you are in an abusive employment 

situation is the first step toward getting help. 

If you arrive in the United States and have problems at work, you should seek help 

immediately.  Do not believe your employer if he or she says that you do not have 

legal rights in the United States.  Do not accept legal advice from your employer, 

contractor, or recruiter.  Only an attorney representing you should give you legal 

advice.   

If you believe your rights are being violated, the hotlines listed in this pamphlet 

can help you reach local organizations that can provide further assistance.  Do not 

be afraid to contact these organizations! They are here to help you.  

This pamphlet is not a substitute for legal advice.  There are many different types 

of temporary work and educational visas, and you should not be afraid to ask for 

more information about your visa.  

IF YOUR RIGHTS ARE VIOLATED, CALL THESE TOLL-FREE NUMBERS: 
 

National Human Trafficking Resource Center 
1-888-373-7888 

(24 hours) 
 

Trafficking in Persons and Worker Exploitation Task Force Complaint Line 
1-888-428-7581 

(Monday — Friday, 9am-5pm Eastern Time) 

September 2009 
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Are You Coming To The United States  

Temporarily To Work Or Study? 

We Are Confident That You Will Have An Interesting And  

Rewarding Stay.  However, If You Should Encounter Any 

Problems, You Have Rights And You Can Get Help! 

You Have the Right to: 

 Be treated and paid fairly; 
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For more on your rights to be treated and paid fairly at work, see page 5 

For more on your right not to be held in a job against your will, see page 7 

This pamphlet was created as a result of 

a U.S. Federal law, Public Law 110-457.  

The U.S. Government has issued this 

pamphlet to honor the rule of law and 

uphold the dignity of all who come to 

this country. The U.S. Government 

is committed to combating human 

trafficking and labor rights violations. 

REMEMBER!! 

There Are Ways to Protect Yourself
 Keep your passport in a safe, easily accessible place at all times; 

 Keep copies of your passport, visa, and employment contract in your 
home country with relatives or friends; 

 Always have the phone number of your home country’s embassy;  

 Keep this pamphlet handy so that you can refer to it once you are in  
the United States; 

 Keep a record of all the days and hours that you work, and the  
amount and date of each payment that you receive; and 

 Call the National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline at 1-
888-373-7888 (24 hours) or the Trafficking in Persons and Worker 
Exploitation Task Force Complaint Line at 1-888-428-7581 (weekdays 
9am-5pm Eastern Standard Time) if you need help. 
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Deception and Lies: 

Employers, and people who help them, may also 

use deception and lies. For example: 

 False promises about working conditions, 

living conditions, or pay; 

 Telling you that you have no rights;  
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Human Trafficking  

1. What is human trafficking? 

Human trafficking is among the most terrible workplace abuses that an individual in 

the United States could encounter. Human trafficking occurs whenever a person is 

recruited, transported, or kept against his or her will for purposes of exploitation. For 

a full definition of human trafficking, please see www.state.gov/g/tip (see 

Legislation—Trafficking Victims Protection Act). The following are some warning signs 

that may indicate human trafficking:  

Threats and Fear: 

Employers, and people who help employers, may use threats and other intimidating 

acts to make you and other workers feel too afraid to try to leave. For example: 

 Beatings, physical abuse, or sexual abuse; 

 Threats of beatings, physical abuse, or sexual abuse; 

 Locking in or restraining a worker; 

 Threats of harm to the worker or the worker’s family if the worker tries to leave, 

complain of mistreatment,  report the situation to authorities, or seek help; 

 Threats of being deported or arrested, or of being turned over to police for trying 

to leave, complain, report, or seek help for the worker’s situation; 

 The employer, or someone working with the employer, has harmed or threatened 

other workers who have tried to leave, complain, report, or seek help; or makes 

threats that any worker who tries to escape will be found and brought back.  

Rules and Controls: 

Employers, and people who help them, may use rules and controls to make it harder 

for you and other workers to leave, complain about mistreatment, or seek help. For 

example: 

 Rules against leaving the workplace, or strict rules about where you can go when 

not working; 

 Rules against holding onto your own passport, visa, birth certification, or other 

identification documents; 

 Denial of adequate food, sleep, or medical care; or 

 Preventing or restricting you from communicating freely with family, other ����
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Your Workplace Rights in the United States 

There are several protections that are specific to the type of visa you receive. 
These are outlined below by visa category.  

A-3, G-5, and B-1 domestic employee visas 

 If you work for a diplomat (A-3 visa) or a representative of an international 

organization (G-5 visa), or if you are a domestic employee holding a B-1 visa, 

your employer must provide you with an employment contract that complies with 

U.S. law. 

 The contract must include the following provisions: 

 An agreement by your employer not to keep your passport, employment 

contract, or other personal property from you; 

 An agreement by your employer to abide by all laws in the United States; 

 An explanation of how much you will be paid for your work, as well as how 

frequently you will be paid; and 

 A description of your work duties, weekly work hours, holidays, sick days, and 

vacation days. 

 Make sure that you understand the terms of the contract. If you cannot 

understand the language in which the contract is written, ask someone you trust 

to read the contract to you in a language that you understand.  Do not sign 

anything that you do not understand! 

 When you apply for the visa, a U.S. Consular Officer will meet with you and 

confirm that your contract complies with U.S. law. Do not hesitate to ask the 

U.S. Consular Officer any questions. Your employer is not supposed to be present 

when you meet with the Consular Officer.  

 If you sign a contract that violates your rights, or if your employer does not do 

what the contract says, call the hotlines listed in this pamphlet immediately. 

They can help you find a lawyer who can help explain your rights in this 

situation.  

H-1B and ion. 
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 travel and entry into the United States; 

 housing; 

 fees, and costs, including living expenses, healthcare, and insurance costs; 

 life and customs in the United States; 

 local resources; 

 your sponsor's address and the name and phone number of the person 

responsible for you in the United States; 

 contact information for the Exchange Visitor Program Services of the 

Department of State; and 

 The Department of State's Exchange Visitor Program brochure; 

 If you are entering on a Summer Work Travel program and do not have pre-placed 

employment, your sponsor must assist you in locating employment if you have 

not found employment within the first week following your arrival,  and insure 

that you receive pay and benefits commensurate with those offered to your 

American counterparts.  

 If your J-1 visa is for a training and internship program: 

 Your sponsor must interview you in person, by telephone or by web camera; 

 Your sponsor must have a Training/Internship Placement Plan (Form DS-7002) 

in place before your visa paperwork is submitted.  This Form includes a 

written statement of any stipend you will be paid, and a summary of the 

training objectives of the program. 

 Your sponsor must give you a written statement of the costs and fees you will 

have to pay, and an estimate of living expenses in the United States. 

 Your training/internship must be at lease 32 hours per week; and 

 If your training/internship is in agriculture, your working conditions and wages 

must meet strict federal requirements for agricultural workers.  

 Your sponsor must assure that you have medical insurance coverage, though your 

sponsor need not provide or pay for this coverage. 

 If you work in the United States, you should apply for and receive your own Social 

Security number, and your employer must report all tax withholdings using this 

number.  

 If you are bringing your spouse or minor children with you on a J-2 visa, they may 

apply for work authorization only if the income is not necessary to support you.  

For more information on visa categories and U.S. entry procedures, 
see the Web site of the U.S. Department of State: 

 

www.Travel.State.gov 
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Your Rights Regardless of Visa Status 

There are also many rights you have regardless of your visa status. If any of these 

rights are violated, you can report the violations to a government enforcement 

agency. In most cases, you can also bring a lawsuit to attempt to recover your 

losses, without fear of being punished. 

1. Your Right Not to Be Retaliated Against  

 It is unlawful for your employer to try to punish you, for example, by 

threatening to report you to immigration or the police if you try to enforce your 

rights! If your employer threatens you at any time, seek help immediately. 

Remember, your safety comes first!  

2. The Right to Be Paid 

 You have the right to get paid for all work you do, in the same manner as U.S. 

workers. 

 You have the right to earn at least the federal legal minimum wage $6.55 per 


